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Selecting your



Nothing is more exciting than starting a new building project
and nothing will affect the success of the project more than

selecting the right architect.

The right architect will make it easy for you to move confidently
through the process from the beginning of design through the
completion of construction.

The right architect will watch your back and investment; both
the financial and personal investment — that you make into
your project.

This guide will help you analyze the personality, design strategy,
and communication skills of prospective candidates, giving you
the confidence to select the right person to protect and
maximize your investment.

Ed Rahme AIA, LEED-AP
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In the Spotlight

We have the ability to make the world a better place’
Ed Rahme: An architecture of integrity
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Insist on 3-D

While 2-D drawings are helpful, models help clients
visualize buildings much mare effectively. Insist that your
architect work with physical models. They bring clarity
instead of confusion to your decision making.

In some instances, such as building in an urban
environment, we model the adjacent buildings so that
our clients can see how their new building will fit into the
context. Be confident!
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Determining Fees

Typically, an architect's fee is calculated as a percentage of the project
cost. Depending on the services provided, the rate could range from 6 to
15 percent. Examples of project costs include the construction budget,
consultant fees for environmental impact studies or structural
engineering fees.

The maost important thing about fees is transparency. /nsist upon it.

Typically, Ed Rahme Architect works for fixed fees so that our clients
can budget their project costs - hard costs and soft costs - in advance.

We also offer what we call our “Ducks-in-a-Row” service at the beginning
of any project. This service is a low commitment consultation for an
hourly or small fixed fee to help our clients develop an action plan, define
their program needs, of even sketch conceptual possibilities for their

project.

This fee will be deducted from the final fee once determined.

“The Important Thing
About Fees

Is Transparency”
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Ed Rahme Architect

2006 Lenape Unionville Road Kennett Square, PA 19348
610453 7874
www.edrahme.com



